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6Margot IJperlaan - Public Relations and Marketing
I am a 23-year-old student in Book and Digital Media Studies and French Language 
and Culture at Leiden University. After a BA in French Language and Culture, I 
wanted to learn more about publishing books instead of only reading them, so 
I decided to combine the two masters. As the Public Relations and Marketing 
representative of the magazine I am responsible for the financial part of the magazine. 
Working on RE_ magazine gave us the opportunity to experience publishing in 
practice and to see the different elements that enter in the process. I hope you enjoy 
reading it!
Giulio Menna - Lead Graphic Designer
I am a Graphic and Multimedia design BA from Rome, Italy. During my studies I 
have interned in Norway for a local advertising company along with a movie firm. 
After these two experiences, I moved back to Rome to complete my studies and 
began working as a photographer and graphic designer for a local publishing house. 
It was during this experience that I decided to further continue my studies abroad 
Sjors de Heuvel - Editor in Chief
Before I joined the Book and Digital 
Media Studies MA, I studied Japanese 
Language & Culture at Leiden University. 
Upon receiving my bachelor’s degree, 
I decided to pursue another interest of 
mine, book history, and enrolled in the 
BDMS program. In combination with 
our courses on publishing, organizing a 
class magazine seemed like an enriching 
experience. Creating and working on 
RE_ Magazine has taught me how to 
create and manage a magazine with the 
help of an enthusiastic team, and brought 
me the great satisfaction of seeing 
something wonderful grow throughout 
the course of a year.
Ashley Vasas - Lead Content Editor
Prior to joining the Book and Digital 
Media Studies MA program, I received 
my BA with a major in English, specializing in Technical Writing, and a minor in Art 
from the University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire. Since leaving university, I have held 
technical writing positions for UnitedHealth Group and Target Corporation, ranked 
63 and 120, respectively, in Fortune Magazine’s Global 500 ranking of 2012. Bringing 
my real world experience to the RE_ magazine team has helped to raise the BDMS 
class magazine to a new level. In addition to my duties at RE_, I am currently working as 
an intern at the Leiden University Library in the Projects and Innovation department.
and chose to Book and Digital Media 
Studies MA at Leiden University. Besides 
contributing in the creation of RE_, I 
am now interning at Leiden University 
as an assistant to Dr. Kwakkel’s project: 
“Turning over a New Leaf ”, concerned 
specifically on how innovations in the 
technology of the medieval manuscript 
relate to cultural change.
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7Bianca van Wijngaarden - Assistant Editor
I am a twenty-two-year-old MA student in Book and Digital Media Studies with a 
background in Communication and Information Sciences. As a former freelance 
reporter for the local newspaper in my old hometown the idea to revive the magazine 
of this MA program was bound to catch my interest. Working on RE_ magazine for 
me has proved to be a great way to participate in a stirring project as well as fine-tune 
my editing skills and submit a written contribution. I hope you will have as much fun 
reading the magazine as we had making it!
Asa Bryant - Assistant Editor
Greetings. My name is Asa Bryant and I am currently doing my masters in Book and 
Digital Media Studies at the University of Leiden. My interest in the book world was 
nurtured in two parts, through my masters and my bachelor. My bachelor, English 
Language and Culture at Leiden as well, focused mainly on the content of books, and 
the development of literature. My masters however, moved away from the content 
and focused more on the book as an entity. As an editor of the magazine, my main 
source of experience was from the knowledge I gained writing essays for my studies. 
However, I had to learn how to apply what I learned as a student in an academic 
setting to the setting of a magazine, although I encountered no real complications in 
doing such.
Malu Kuhlmann - Assistant Editor
My BA in History at Leiden University combined with the minor Preservation and 
Conservation of Cultural Heritage at the University of Amsterdam showed me how 
important written sources are for our society in the past as well as the present. To find out 
more about the past, present, and future of books and texts I enrolled in the MA program 
Book and Digital Media Studies. Working on RE_ magazine was a nice experience to 
find out how a magazine is created and to work with a great team. My contribution to the 
magazine, both editing and finding photos to use, has been a lot of fun.  
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